BELLE VUE PRIMARY SCHOOL
20 Highview Road
North Balwyn 3104
Tel: 9859 6123
Email: belle.vue.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: www.bellevueps.vic.edu.au

DATES FOR THE DIARY
DECEMBER

20th December 2018

From the Principal’s Desk…

Dear Families,
Christmas Market
Congratulations to our school and wider community on our fabulous
Christmas Market held on Friday 7th December. Our Belle Vue
2019 START DATE TERM ONE
community spirit was high and there was definitely a buzz in the air!
Thursday 31st January
The market was a huge success and we were fortunate that the
weather was kinder to us in the evening than earlier in the day. (Thank
A reminder that our Preps will
goodness we didn’t have it the following Friday, given the torrential
have Wednesdays as rest days
down pour that we had!)
(with scheduled testing for the
An event like this does not ‘just occur’ – it requires an enormous
first few weeks of term one!
commitment of time and energy from the people who plan,
coordinate and negotiate with stall holders in the lead up to the
evening. A very sincere thank you must go to Bec Bennett, Emily Boyle and Caroline Downey – for your
work and commitment to making this event the huge success it was. Thank you also to the many hard
working parents who supported the event by assisting with preparations leading up to, and on, the
day as well as those who stayed back and helped clear up after the event. A special thank you to
Sean Sturrock from Educational Sports Carnivals who ran the tabloid sports for the students, and the
staff who assisted. A special mention must go to Annette Bruce who was able to assist Bec and Emily
with all their enquiries and offer them support along the way. Thank you to all the stall holders, food
traders, and of course the man in in the Big Red Suit for making our students smile! Finally, to Christian
Stewart and the team from Greythorn Fire Station for not only giving Santa a lift into the school
grounds in the Fire Truck, but sticking around and cooling our students down! So many wonderful
memories were made.
Many people have commented about the positive community energy on the evening, which only
comes about through such active participation and support that we saw on the night. What a
wonderful effort from our Belle Vue Primary School community. Congratulations one and all! (see
photo’s page 6)

21st

Last Day Term 4
1:30pm Finish

Grade 6 Graduation
On Tuesday 11th December our grade 6 students had their graduation at the Veneto Club. It was a
‘formal’ evening with everyone dressed in their finest – there were speeches, slide show presentations
and a dance to celebrate! Each student presented their thoughts/reflections on their 7 years at Belle
Vue in a confident and articulate manner. Congratulations and best wishes to each of you as move
on to secondary school.
 A special mention needs to be made of Caroline Downey and Bec Dalton for their assistance in
ensuring this night was a success. You managed to ease the workload for our 5/6 teachers – and for
that we are eternally grateful. Also to Kim McCormick and Heidi Wenk who coordinated the Year 6
Graduation Book. It looks amazing and is something each grade 6 student can cherish for ever.
Thankyou.
Christmas Assembly and Student Leader Presentation
The last week has seen each class, as well Junior and Senior Choir, frantically preparing for the
Christmas Performance which was held yesterday.
This is such a lovely way to end our school year – with each child having the opportunity to stand up
and perform in front of the wider community. Well done to all of you – you were magnificent!
A special mention needs to go out to our ADORABLE little preppies! (see photos page 4 and 5)
At this assembly we also congratulated our outgoing school leaders on a fantastic 2018 and
announced our new school leaders for 2019.
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Well done to all the year 5 students who put themselves up for leadership positions – you should all be
very proud of how well you presented.
Congratulations to the following students on securing a leadership position for 2019.
School Captain – Jun
School Captain – Ava
JSC President – George Ka
JSC Treasurer – Jia Jai
Music Captain – Joben
Choir Captain – Harriet
Monash House Captains – Dante and Abi
Chisolm House Captains – Alice and Shlok
Macarthur House Captains – Lachie and Will
We would also like to congratulate our current (2018) school leaders on the magnificent job they have
done this year. A particularly special mention needs to be made of Sam and Dinushi for being
fabulous school captains – they are certainly leaders that can be looked up to. Well done!
Staffing for 2019
Our staffing profile and class allocations for 2019 have been finalised and all students met their ‘next
year’ classmates and teacher, last Friday 14th December. The latter part of this term has been spent
developing the class groups, taking into account a broad range of class structure criteria and
considerations. As usual, when we do the class level up, some children are extremely happy and
others are not. Whilst we do try to take ‘friendship groups’ into consideration it is not generally the
basis for the class splits. Given the size of our school the children will inevitably be with their ‘current’
friends, a number of times, over the course of their time at Belle Vue. The 2019 class groupings will
provide the children with the opportunity to expand friendship groups and experience new teaching
styles.
The staff for 2019 will be as follows:
Prep W
Grade 1/2D
Grade 1/2B
Grade 1/2A
Grade 3/4W
Grade 3/4D
Grade 3/4G
Grade 5/6G
Grade 5/6B
Art/Support
Phys Ed
Italian
Music/Support
EAL/Reading Support
ICT/Coding
Education Support
Education Support
ICT Technician
Business Manager
Principal
Groundsman

Clare Woodhouse
Rachael De Prada
Brigitte Raymond
Andrew Robinson
Carl Ward
Tanya Donaldson
Gemma Grimmond
Bryce Griesheimer
Sophia Bubner
Leanne Anstee
Carney Kucharski
Andria Piacentini
Stacey Paterson
Helen Stafford
Ric Zalewski
Loree Spong
Deidre Timms
TBC
Annette Bruce
Cathy Caminiti
Leo Cooper

2019
The staff at Belle Vue Primary School would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a safe,
relaxing and happy New Year! Enjoy the break and we will see you on Thursday 31 st of January 2019.
A reminder that tomorrow is the last day of term ant students will be dismissed at 1:30pm.

Cathy Caminiti
Principal

2019 Start Date
Thursday 31st January

“REAL INTEGRITY IS DOING THE
RIGHT THING, KNOWING THAT
NOBODYS GOING TO KNOW
WHETHER YOU DID IT OR NOT”
—Oprah Winfrey
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“If ever there is a tomorrow when we’re not together, there is something you must
always remember…
You are braver than you believe,
stronger than you seem,
and smarter than you think.
But the most important thing is even if we’re apart,
I’ll always be with you.”
On Tuesday 11th December 2018 the Belle Vue community celebrated a momentous occasion – the Graduation
of our current Year 6s.
The night was full of exciting, funny and heart-warming stories, led by our wonderful graduates who each
shared an engaging speech with the friends, families and teachers in attendance. Each student was asked to share
a special memory from Belle Vue, something they had learned throughout their primary years and what they
would most miss from their early education.
The students also got the chance to reminisce with a commemorative slideshow, displaying photos from across
their years at Belle Vue Primary.
At the end of the night, the graduates farewelled their guests with a graduation dance to the song ‘I lived’ by
One Republic.
We wish our Year 6 graduates all the best for next year as they transition into High School. We hope they
continue to display the school values they have learned over their time at Belle Vue, continuing to face their
education and lives in general with a positive growth mindset. To paraphrase A.A. Milne, you can always be
braver, stronger and smarter than you were yesterday.
How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.
From ‘Winnie the Pooh’
By A.A. Milne
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Qualifying - 2019 District Swimming Carnival
Continuing the new format there will be no Belle Vue swimming carnival in 2019 to determine
which students have qualified for our district swimming team.
Instead, qualification for the team will be determined by a student’s fastest 50m lap time in a selected event, as witnessed
and verified by either a guardian or swim club instructor.
This is now common practice for many schools in our district, providing an effective way to streamline the selection
process. After the returned forms have been collected the two fastest times in each age category for each event will qualify
for a place in the Belle Vue swimming team which will then go on to compete at the District swimming level.
District swimming will be held at Boroondara Sports Complex on Monday 25 th February, 2019 (week 5 of Term 1). The
below slips must be completed and returned to classroom teachers by Friday 8 th February if students wish to be considered.
With the summer holidays ahead this gives students plenty of time to get some training sessions in at the local pool and
record their personal best times. We intend to send a big swim team to District in 2019 so make sure you get involved!
Eligible age categories for selection are:
9/10yrs
11yrs
12/13yrs
(A student’s age category is determined by their age as at 31st December 2019)
50m events for selection are: 50m Freestyle

50m backstroke 50m Breaststroke

50m Butterfly

The fastest qualifiers for each event/age will also be offered a place on the respective relay team.

While students may enter their personal best time for all 4 events, only the fastest
two times in each event/age group will qualify for District.
Carney Kucharski

Physical Education Coordinator
NAME…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
50m EVENT………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
AGE CATEGORY (please circle)
9/10
11
12/13
PERSONAL BEST TIME RECORDED…………………………………………………………………………
WITNESSED: Name……………………………………………………….Signed………….………………………………
Date……………………………………….. Parent/Guardian/Swim Instructor (please circle)
NAME…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
50m EVENT………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
AGE CATEGORY (please circle)
9/10
11
12/13
PERSONAL BEST TIME RECORDED…………………………………………………………………………
WITNESSED: Name…………………………………………………….Signed………….………………………..
Date……………………………………….. Parent/Guardian/Swim Instructor (please circle)
NAME…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
50m EVENT………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
AGE CATEGORY (please circle)
9/10
11
12/13
PERSONAL BEST TIME RECORDED…………………………………………………………………………
WITNESSED: Name………………………………………………..Signed………….………………………………
Date………………………………………..
Parent/Guardian/Swim Instructor (please circle)
NAME…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
50m EVENT………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
AGE CATEGORY (please circle)
9/10
11
12/13
PERSONAL BEST TIME RECORDED…………………………………………………………………………
WITNESSED: Name……………………………………………………Signed………………………………………
Date………………………………………..
Parent/Guardian/Swim Instructor (please circle)
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Owais, Ryan, Zoe, Bobby, Adem, Victor,
Tanna, Simrin, Aiden, Giles, Laycee, Sienna J,
Emma K, Ellie, Claudia, Noah, Sarah, Ryder,
Xavier, Ishaan, Will, Noelle, Isaiah, Dean,
Alexander V, Stanley, Qinn-Tessa, Jad, Thea,

HIP, HIP HOORAY! IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY!
WE HOPE YOU HAVE OR HAD A GREAT DAY
FROM ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS AT BELLE VUE!
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This notice was sent home as a hard copy.
Re: START OF DAY BEGINNING 2019
Dear Parents/Carers,
In 2019 we have decided we will begin the start of the school day a little differently.
As a staff we have been researching and engaging in discussions around how we can maximise prime
learning time. Theory tells us that children learn best earlier in the morning – when they are fresh and
ready to be engaged. For this reason we try not to schedule specialist classes from the hours of 9am –
10:40am for the Prep to Grade 2 students. This allows us to make the most of the literacy block when
students are most receptive to learning. Ideally we would do this for all students in all year levels – but
given the restrictions around hours and days that specialist classes are scheduled – this is not a viable
option.
At Belle Vue we divide our learning time into 50 min cycles.

First session runs from 9 – 10:40 (2 x 50 min sessions)

Middle session runs from 11:10 – 12:50 (2 x 50 min sessions)

The last runs from 1:35 – 3:15 (2 x 50 min sessions)
Current practice sees the bell ring at 9am, students come in and get their readers out and read with
parents until 9:15am. Unfortunately, many students arrive late and don’t feel the need to rush into
class because ‘it’s only reading time’ they are missing out on. This then sets the trend for a general
‘tardiness’ across the school.
We are seeking to redress this situation and take full advantage of the prime learning time we have
available to us.
From 2019, the start of the day will look significantly different.
 8:45am – students can arrive at school from this time on – no earlier unless they are supervised
by a parent/carer or here to take part in running club or basketball training (this has not
changed).


8:50am - The first bell of the day will ring. When this bell rings, all students will be expected to
enter their classrooms and prepare for the start of the day. They will not line up outside prior to
9 o’clock anymore.



8:51am – 8:59am – Music will play after the first bell, signalling to any students, who arrive after
the bell, that they need to make their way into their classroom.
We would like to see the students entering the classrooms independently, ensuring that all
students can organise their bags, readers, notices, books and any other requirements for the
day so that teaching can commence at 9am.



9am the second bell of the day will ring. This signifies that learning time has begun.

After much deliberation, we have also decided that we will no longer be utilising our parent helpers
from 9 – 9:15am for morning reading. Whilst we have valued your support, we also see the importance
of maximising the full 50 min learning cycles to implement our Reading and Writing Instructional Model
– across the school. We strongly encourage you continue to read with your child/ren, one on one, at
home.
To ensure consistency in setting up our morning learning protocols, we will also reschedule Monday
morning Assembly. These Assemblies will take place on Monday afternoon at 3pm – to allow for parent
attendance (closer to the pickup time of 3:15pm).
These changes will be implemented as of day one in 2019. We do acknowledge that this will be a
change for some families – especially in regards to morning reading – but we also realise that we
cannot ignore what our data is telling us. We are very confident that this will be a change for the
better. Being able to begin instruction on time means we will be making the most of that prime
learning time – and engaging our students when they learn best.
We would still love the support of our parent helpers – and will still be seeking assistance for literacy
and numeracy rotations as well as volunteers for excursions, swimming, sporting activities etc.
Please feel free to discuss with the teachers or myself if you have any questions.
We thank you for your support on our new start to the school day.
Yours sincerely,
Cathy Caminiti and the Belle Vue Teaching Staff
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